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ARMY MORALS AND THE CANTEEN 

BY" JAMES H. BLOUNT 



A recent editorial in the New York " Evening Mail " 
on the Army Canteen says: 

" With the publication of the annual reports of the commanders-in-chief 
of the various military departments of the United States one fact becomes 
additionally clear, and that is that the liquor question in the army is still 
an unsolved problem. It appears to be a fact that a considerable majority 
of officers immediately associated with troops heartily favor the restoration 
of the canteen system under which the sale of beer and light wines was 
permitted at army post exchanges. Yet not all of them." 

The law which abolished the " canteen system " was 
passed February 2d, 1901. It reads : 

" Section 38. The sale or dealing in beer, wine or any intoxicating liquor 
by any person in any post exchange or canteen or army transport or upon 
any premises used for military purposes by the United States is hereby 
prohibited. The Secretary of War is hereby directed to carry the provision 
of this section into effect.'' 

In the House of Representatives on December 19th, 1910, 
Mr. Bartholdt of Missouri introduced a bill, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and ordered to 
be printed, proposing the repeal of this law. 

This law having now been on trial for about a decade, and 
the " canteen system " having previously been in vogue 
for about the same length of time, it might be well to com- 
pare the two, since matters affecting the efficiency of the 
army are vital to the national defence. 

The army is not near enough to the people. They are 
proud enough of it when they happen to recollect that it 
exists, but they do not know its needs as do its officers. 
That is why, before it had settled down to the routine of 
peace after the Spanish War, in an hour of general and 
justifiable disgust at the exceptional excesses of certain sol- 
diers, a group of well-intentioned persons with a pet idea 
were able to put through Congress the law revoking the 
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license of the soldier's club, and relegating him for recreation 
to public houses. That is also why the same influences, aided, 
though not co-operated with by the obvious pecuniary inter- 
est of the whiskey people, have been able to prevent the 
repeal of the law, despite the soldier's chorus of protest 
which is led annually by the Commanding General of the 
army, supported by the Surgeon-General and accompanied 
by ominous echoes from the fighting machine itself. 

Any man may properly impute to himself love of coun- 
try. And any man acquainted with the facts who loves his 
country would like to see the law in question wiped off the 
statute-books. Hence this attempt to present the facts. 

The writer has no wish to draw the " Mail " into the 
Ten Years' War between the total -abstinence ladies and the 
army as to who should run the army, but he will take the 
liberty of using its editorial aforesaid as a text for a plea 
for the restoration of the canteen. 

In 'the first place, the entirely fair and impartial editorial 
in question is based upon a mistake of fact. It is entitled 
" When Doctors Disagree " and says: 

" Major-General Frederick D. Grant, commanding the Department of the 
Lakes, who formerly urged a return to the canteen, has abandoned that 
view of the case and favors the retention of the present system, under which 
the sale of intoxicants on military reservations is prohibited. The other 
side of the controversy is taken by Major-General Ramsay D. Potts, com- 
manding the Department of Luzon, Philippines division, who earnestly 
recommends the restoration of the canteen as a means of saving American 
soldiers in the islands from the hideous effects of native liquors sold near 
army posts." 

As a matter of fact, the only official utterances General 
Grant has ever made concerning the canteen are the fol- 
lowing. In 1903, while commanding the Department of 
Texas, he said: 

" It is hardly necessary to state that the prohibition of the sals of beer 
in the post exchange has resulted in a great increase in the number of 
saloons, generally of the lowest class, in the vicinity of all posts and con- 
sequent injury to discipline."* 

In 1904, while commanding the Department of the Lakes, 
he said : 

" The Chief Surgeon says there is little question in his mind that the 
abolition of the canteen has increased the consumption of strong drink 

* War Department Reports, 1903, Vol. Ill, p. 123. Quoting and con- 
curring in the opinion of his judge advocate, of which, unfortunately, space 
does not permit reproduction in full here. 
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among the enlisted men of the army and that its restoration would be a 
move in the practical promotion of temperance."* 

In 1905, while commanding the Department of the East, 
he said: 

" It is my belief that fully seventy-five per cent, of these trials (courts- 
martial) were due to the use of bad liquor dispensed to our soldiers by 
persons who conduct dens of vice in the vicinity of military posts. These 
depraved creatures and lewd women use every device in their power to in- 
duce the soldiers to patronize their brothels, where those who yield to temp- 
tation are frequently drugged and robbed. It is distressing that the 
prosperity of the keepers of vile resorts is due to the activity of good and 
worthy, though misguided, citizens who have succeeded in abolishing the 
canteen in the army. With the establishment of the canteen, which was 
the soldier's club, the influence of these demoralizing resorts near army 
posts would be greatly reduced and man}' of them would disappear."! 

In 1906, while commanding the Department of the East, 
he said: 

" After another year's study ... I am convinced that I underestimated 
the proportion. ... I now believe that no less than ninety per cent, of 
all the troubles that occur in the army are due to the use of liquor." (Note 
the word — not beer, but " liquor.") J 

As to General Potts, the following extract from his re- 
port for 1910 as Commanding General of the Department 
of Luzon, Philippine Islands — regrettably abbreviated for 
lack of space — will suffice to show that this is not a case 
" Where Doctors Disagree." 

"An examination of the court-martial records for the past year indicates 
very clearly that a majority of the cases tried by inferior courts, and a 
considerable number of those tried by general court-martial, are directly 
traceable to the use of native liquors. 

" At the post of Fort William McKinley a great proportion of the sick- 
ness results from the use of such liquor, in the first place, and the sub- 
sequent reckless association with disreputable women. The effect of such 
upon young Americans serving in these islands is too serious to temporize 
with. I can only suggest the removal of temptation by providing a sub- 
stitute for the vile native liquors in the shape of beer and possibly light 
wines through the post exchange." 

An examination of the full text of this report will show 
that it is a violation of the law of the islands to sell liquor 
to soldiers, but that American colonial experience in this 
matter is not unlike that of the genial commercial traveller 
who said : " The only difference I find between a prohibition 
State and any other is in the quality of the liquor." 

* War Department Reports, 1904, Vol. Ill, p. 55. 
f War Department Reports, 1905, Vol. Ill, p. 16. 
t War Department Reports, 1906, Vol. Ill, p. 19. 
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A Washington despatch to the New York " Times," dated 
December 7th, 1910, quotes General Duvall, commanding the 
United States troops in the Philippines, as making, in his 
annual report, a similar protest and also as expressing the 
conviction that an investigation by a committee of Congress 
would result in prompt remedial legislation. 

General Corbin was (practically) in command of the 
armv in 1902, General Young in 1903, General Chaffee in 
1904-05, General Barry in 1906, General Bell in 1907-08-09, 
and General Wood in 1910. 

General Corbin was by many considered to have been 
the ablest administrative officer the army has known since 
the Civil War. He had a genius for administration, for 
directing great affairs, which the nation at large first learned 
at the time of the Spanish War. His testimony, clear as a 
bugle call, rings true to the soldier's instinct for organized 
efficiency. Referring to the stubborn fact that, as he puts it : 

" The almost universal testimony of post and company commanders is 
that many more men -will leave the post to get drink when none can be 
obtained thereon than if there were beer and light wines sold at the post 
exchange," 

he says, with the eloquence of intelligent and intense con- 
viction : 

" If it were possible by my act to absolutely stop the manufacture and 
use of intoxicating drinks of any kind, I would do so; if it were possible 
by my act to prevent the use by any person in the military service of in- 
toxicating drinks, I would do so ; but realizing that the impossible, however 
desirable, must give way to what is possible and practicable, I am firmly of 
the opinion that it would be in the interests of discipline to re-establish 
the canteen feature of the post exchange, recognizing that in this way the 
evil of the use of drink can be minimized."* 

Two years later the same witness says: 

"It would seem unnecessary to argue to a fair-minded person the su- 
periority of a system which provides a mild alcoholic beverage at reasonable 
cost in moderate quantities, under strict military control, to one which 
results in luring the soldier away from his barrack to neighboring dives 
where his body and soul are poisoned by vile liquors, with the accompany- 
ing vice of harlotry, and where his money is taken from him by gamblers 
and thieves."! 

Such was the opinion of one who ranked among the mod- 
ern masters of military administration. 

Next we come to a military commander whose specialty 

* Quoted by General Chaffee in 1904. War Department Eeports, 1904, 
Vol. I, p. 231. 
f War Department Reports, 1906, Vol. Ill, p. 75. 
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was fighting. In 1903 General Young was at the head of 
the army. Says he, in part: 

" Reports received from officers of all grades . . . exhibit practical 
unanimity of opinion as to the evil effects of this restriction (the law under 
discussion) ... in increased drunkenness; in loathsome diseases contracted 
while men are under the influence of a bad or drugged liquor; in increased 
desertion resulting from the same cause, the men while in a drugged con- 
dition being robbed by depraved associates of both sexes and for this reason 
reluctant to return to their posts."* 

In .1904-05 General Chaffee was at the head of the army. 
General Chaffee has, perhaps, done hard fighting in more 
different places on the globe and been bre vetted more dif- 
ferent times for gallantry in action than any other American 
officer now living. He served through the Civil War, many 
Indian campaigns, the Santiago campaign and in the Philip- 
pines, and commanded the American forces in the advance 
of the Allied Armies on Peking during the Boxer troubles 
of 1900. In his report for 1904f we find expressions of opin- 
ion of which the following are samples : 

" These desertions can be in large part attributed to the malign influences 
of saloons and brothels situated near the reservations, seducing enlisted men 
from the paths of decency." 

" The canteen provided places of amusement and social intercourse, where 
men could get light refreshments under restraining, decent and orderly in- 
fluences." 

" If men are unable to get a glass of beer in a decent and orderly man- 
ner in the garrison they will resort to the vile brothels which cluster around 
the borders of the reservations, where they drink all manner of alcoholic 
beverages and often sink into debauchery and ruin." 

"With the beginning of the work on the addition to the post of Fort 
Sam Houston it is observed that the prices of business property immediately 
in the rear of the new reservation have materially advanced and that ar- 
rangements are already being made for the construction of the usual assort- 
ment of saloons and dives that the virtual abolition of the canteen feature 
of the post exchange has made a universal accompaniment of every military 
post." 

" I think it is beyond question that permission to sell beer in the post 
exchange would drive out of business at least two-thirds of the lower resorts 
in the vicinity of posts." 

The next witness whom General Chaffee introduces is 
Brigadier-General William H. Carter, well known to the 
readers of the Review as a writer on military subjects and a 
soldier of splendid ability. He reports to the War Depart- 
ment from his station in the Philippines, where at the date 

* War Department Reports, 1903, Vol. I, p. 142. 
f War Department Reports, Vol. I, p. 230, et seq. 
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of writing he was in command of one of the three military 
departments into which the archipelago is divided: 

" The construction of some of the posts has been followed by the usual 
crop of saloons. With the well- regulated post exchange of former days 
the weak had a choice of evils and generally chose the less — the pure beer 
of the exchange. So long as the misguided Christian women of America 
insist upon carrying the " canteen " question into politics, young soldiers 
whose powers of resistance to temptation are below the normal, or not 
firmly exercised, will continue to fall victims to the plagues of service in 
India and the Orient generally— drunkenness, dissolute company and vene- 
real diseases." 

General Barry, who was acting head of the army in 1906; 
General Bell, who occupied the same high and responsible 
station in 1907-09, and General Wood, now Chief of Staff, 
are, like all their predecessors since the law passed, as 
united against it as if it were a foreign invader. 

Be it remembered here, circumspectly and with rever- 
ence, that we are talking about efficiency, not evangelization. 
And even from the latter standpoint there should be more 
joy over the one soldier that is saved from killing a com- 
rade in a drunken brawl originating in the low resorts 
outside of an army post, set up to catch the soldier trade, 
than over the ninety-and-nine that are safe inside the reser- 
vation. 

If the distinguished gentleman from prohibition Maine 
who fathered this anti-canteen law in the national House 
of Representatives and has ever since refused to perceive 
any congenital deformity in his progeny had left Congress 
to become a judge in the Philippines, as did one of his col- 
leagues, it might have fallen to his lot to preside at the trial 
of just such a case, and if he had done so, in sentencing a 
fellow countryman to serve out a large part, perhaps all, 
of the rest of his natural life in some far-away Philippine 
prison, he would have had brought home to him a fair sample 
of some of the workings of his law and would then and 
there beyond peradventure have exclaimed with an humble 
and a contrite heart, *' Father, forgive me, for I knew not 
what I did." 

This is no labored fancy. Just such a case was once 
tried by the writer, who, though not then knowing the name 
of the author of this most unwise law and being entirely 
free from any prejudgment concerning it, pondered the 
Spanish criminal code in every phase of its application to 
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the facts in an effort to find the minimum sentence it would 
permit hirn to impose. The circumstances of the killing 
did not show that ' ' abandoned and malignant heart ' ' which 
enters into the legal definition of murder. And, fortunate- 
ly, for the wish to extend mercy which tempered the process 
of interpreting and administering the law of the case, the 
Spanish law, unlike our own, provides, very sensibly, that 
the circumstance of intoxication may be taken into consid- 
eration in mitigation of the severity of the punishment, pro- 
vided the intoxication is not shown to be habitual and the 
intention to kill was not conceived before the defendant be- 
came drunk, the philosophy of the second proviso being to 
head off the too frequent excuse or plea in mitigation that 
the deed was done under a sudden heat of passion in a 
drunken frenzy and not with malice aforethought. The case 
alluded to is that of Highfill vs. United States, Vol. IV, 
pp. 384-9, Philippine Reports, where the verdict of the trial 
court was affirmed. 

The Highfill case was one of those many tragedies which 
have occurred in the army as a result of the operation of the 
law abolishing the canteen. It presents a pathetic glimpse 
at what some modern Hogarth might cartoon as " An Anti- 
Canteen Law Pay-day." 

We have already listened to the several generals who 
have been in command of the army since the anti-canteen 
law and to some of their more eminent subordinates. Vol- 
umes of similar testimony swell the chorus. There are 
some four thousand commissioned officers in the army and 
those who would not like to see the canteen restored " for 
the good of the service " are as rare as proselyted Cath- 
olics. Let us now turn to the expert medical testimony 
available. 

Says the Surgeon-General of the United States army, in 
his report for 1910 (page 59) : 

" The venereal peril has come to outweigh in importance any other 
sanitary question which now confronts the army, and neither our national 
optimism nor the Anglo-Saxon disposition to ignore a subject which is 
offensive to public prudery can longer excuse a frank and honest con- 
frontation of the problem." 

The total number of admissions to hospital for the cause 
indicated for the fiscal year were 14,640, or about twenty 
per cent. — one-fifth of the total enlisted strength of the army. 
Says the report : 
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" An increase not only over the preceding year, but over any other year 
of which there is record except 1905. These figures are out of all pro- 
portion to those which obtain in the European armies.' - ' 

The mean annual rate of admission to hospital for the 
same cause during the decade prior to the Spanish "War 
(1888-1897), when the canteen kept the soldier more at home, 
was seven and one-half per cent.* 

The figures covering the tenth year of the anti-canteen 
law will not be available until the issuance of the annual 
report of the Surgeon-General for 1911 in the coming fall, 
but the figures for the last nine years concerning the per- 
centage of enlisted men admitted to hospital for diseases 
resulting from immorality are horrible enough. Watch the 
barometer : 

1901 (13,911 men, out of 92,491) 15% (a) 

1902 16% (b) 

1903 (a fraction over) 15% (c) 

1904 (nearly one-fifth of the whole army) 20% (d) 

1905 (more than one-fifth of the army, or a fraction over) . . .20% (e) 

1906 19% (f) 

1907 19 6/10% (g) 

1908 19 4/10%(h) 

1909 20% (i) 

The report of the Surgeon-General of the army for 1907f 
says: 

" This office concurs in the opinion expressed by most medical officers 
of the army that the abolition of the sale of beer in the post exchanges 
has had much to do with the increase of venereal diseases and alcoholism 
in the army by driving the soldiers to disreputable resorts outside of the 
pest and beyond control of the post authorities." 

In his annual report for 1903$ the Surgeon-General says : 

* 70.60 per thousand. War Department Reports, 1902, Vol. II, p. 
622. The military medical statistics always give the number of men per 
thousand, but to a layman percentages are more immediately intelligible. 
The canteen was not authorized until February 1st, 1889 (see War De- 
partment Reports, 1904, Vol. I, p. 230). Those who have not access to 
the unpublished archives of the War Department must take such tables as 
its reports furnish. 

(a) War Department Reports, 1902, Vol. I, p. 621. 

(b) War Department Reports, 1903, Vol. II, p. 162. 

(c) War Department Reports, 1904, Vol. II, p. 153. 

(d) War Department Reports, 1905, Vol. II, p. 95. 

(e) War Department Reports, 1906, Vol. II, p. 88. 

(f) War Department Reports, 1907, Vol. II, p. 82. 

(g) War Department Reports, 1908, Vol. II, p. 96. 
(h) War Department Reports, 1909, Vol. II, p. 122. 

(i) Surgeon-General of Army, Pamphlet Report, 1910, p. 59. 

{ War Department Reports, 1907, Vol. II, p. 92. 
t War Department Reports, 1903, Vol. II, p. 163. 
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" In February, 1901, the sale of beer was prohibited in post exchanges 
and admission rates (for alcoholism) increased markedly that year. 

" It is impossible also not to attribute a large part of the steadily in- 
creasing venereal disease of the army to the loss of the canteen, where the 
soldier, if he so desired, could get his beer throughout the month, but was 
not subjected to temptations to intemperance and vice now attendant upon 
the expenditure of a full month's pay at the low resorts infesting the out- 
skirts of our military reservations." 

The year the canteen was established, 1889, the Surgeon- 
General reported : 

" Prohibition on the military reservation has been suggested and tried, 
but this has immediately invited the establishment of dens of dissipation 
and disease just beyond the jurisdiction of the commanding officer. License 
on the reservation, in the opinion of our medical officers, is infinitely prefer- 
able to unbridled license outside of it. It is believed that the canteen system 
will have a greater effect in reducing statistics of alcoholism than any 
measure that has yet been tried."* 

Let us see how this prophecy turned out. 

The reports of the successive Surgeons-General of the 
army since 1901 furnish the following information concern- 
ing the number of men relatively to the total enlisted 
strength of the army admitted to hospital for alcoholism in 
past years. 

Mean annual rate for decade 1879-3888 (before canteen) 5 7/10% 

Mean annual rate for decade 1889-1898 (under canteen) 2 9/10% 

Kate for 1889 4 1/10% 

Rate for 1890 4 % 

Rate for 1891 4 % 

Rate for 1892 3 7/10% 

Rate for 1893 3 4/10% 

Rate for 1894 3 1/10% 

Rate for 1895 3 % 

Rate for 1896 2 9/10% 

Rate for 1897 2 8/10% 

"In 1898 the altered conditions consequent on the Spanish-American 
War prevented further comparisons. There is less drunkenness among 
troops in active service than in command doing garrison duty in time of 
peace." 

This last remark is also pertinent to the years of the 
fighting in the Philippines, 1899 and 1900, when the rate 
was one and one-half per cent. 

" The steady decrease of late years (before the Spanish War) in the 
admissions for alcoholism among the men of the regular army is a matter 
for congratulation. Military officers may be said to be unanimous in their 
opinion that this was mainly the result of the establishment of the post 
exchange or canteen at military posts." f 

* Quoted in Surgeon-General's report for 1903, War Department Re- 
ports for 1903, Vol. II, p. 163. 

f War Department Reports, 1901, Vol. II, p. 710. 

vol. cxciii. — no. 664 27 
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Now let us turn to the statistics of the Surgeon-General 
concerning alcoholism since the act of February 2d, 1901. 
Observe this barometer also : 

1901 2 2/10% (a) 

1902 2 3/10% (b) 

1903 2 5/10% (c) 

1904 2 5/10% (d) 

1905 3 %(e) 

1906 3 2/10% (£) 

1907 3 6/10% (g) 

The percentage for 1908 (three per cent.) shows the pa- 
tient rallying somewhat and that for 1909 (two and one- 
half per cent.) a further rally, but to deny the relation of 
cause and effect established by the above tables is to forfeit 
the presumption of amenability to reason. 

It was not such a great while after our brief war with 
Spain that in response to a wave of righteous disgust and 
mortification which swept over the country at the drunken 
excesses of some of our returning " heroes " prior to their 
muster out, to say nothing of those who enlisted to fight 
Spaniards, but who, unlucky enough not to be ordered to 
the front, remained at home in garrison to fight a more 
insidious foe on pay-days " on the bloody fields of " New- 
port, Chickamauga and elsewhere, Congress passed the law 
abolishing the canteen feature of the army post exchange. 
It was put through Congress at a time when the hearts of 
the mothers whose sons had participated in the Spanish 
War or its Philippine sequel were still either buoyed with 
happy or bowed with solemn pride, according as the son 
came home " with his shield " or " on it." The pulse of 
the country had not yet settled down to normal. The heart 
of the nation still glowed with pardonable pride in the 
glory then lately won for it by Sampson's fleet and Hob- 
son's feat, and the Rough Riders and the Regulars, in the 
western hemisphere, and by Dewey and Funston in the east- 
ern, and by Lawton in both. As a record of the state of 
public feeling at the time we may recall that during the 
short session of Congress of the winter of 1900-01, at 
which the bill was passed, when the hero of El Caney and 

(a) War Department Reports?, 1902, Vol. T, p. 622. 

(b) War Department Reports, 1903, Vol. II, p. 162. 
(e) War Department Reports, 1904, Vol. IT, p. 157. 

(d) War Department Reports, 1905, Vol. IT, p. 115. 

(e) War Department Reports, 1906, Vol. TT, p. 100. 

(f) War Department Reports, 1907, Vol. II, p. 92. 

(g) War Department Reports, 1909, Vol. II, p. 138. 
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San Mateo was shot through the heart in the forefront of 
battle in the hour of victory, leaving a grief -stricken widow 
in meagre circumstances, the people of the United States 
raised by popular subscription within a very short time and 
presented to Mrs. Lawton $100,000 in cash. What a felici- 
tously sentimental period of the country's history for the 
total abstiuence societies to descend upon Congress! 

It appears that in 1898 an official of a certain civic- wel- 
fare society had witnessed at a fort near Newport what he 
termed " the canteen in operation on pay-day." What he 
and other probably worthy but presumably paid advocates 
reported of this and other like cases undoubtedly had much 
to do with arousing the Christian women of the country, 
and through them public sentiment, to demand of Congress 
the summary abolition of such foul things as they made peo- 
ple believe all army canteens to be. What wonder that 
Congress abolished the canteen if it believed that a de- 
scription like the following was typical of the daily opera- 
tion of the canteen at a regular army post in time of peace: 

"Behind the bar stood a soldier and a professional bartender, both 
drenched in perspiration and beer, dealing out drinks as fast as they could 
to the soldiers, who stood four deep in front, howling for it, in all stages 
of intoxication, while a ' skin game ' of gambling on the floor at one end 
of the bar was making away with all the money that had not been 
spent," etc.* 

The witness goes on to say that they went from what he 
terms this " preparatory course in beer " to " deeper drink- 
ing in the city saloons, which they crowded, where they 
had more gambling; and from this second course many 
went on to a third, which I need not mention." 

Then while admitting that " canteens are not all alike, 
any more than outside saloons," he insists: 

" But I have pictures and testimony to prove that one fairly representa- 
tive." 

Note as to the use of the words " saloon " and " can- 
teen " that he apparently considers both equally vile. Your 
simon-pure prohibitionist refuses to recognize any differ- 
ence in principle relative to legislation concerning public 
order, health or morals, between a beer-garden run by an 
honest German, where people of Teutonic antecedents or 
tastes may take their families or friends, and a gin-mill run 

* See an article by the president of the W. C. T. U. in the Review for 
February, 1903. 
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by a thug, ably assisted by a staff of " cadets." All are 
alike intolerable. 

From the debate on the " anti-canteen amendment " to 
the Army bill (December 6th, 1900) it is evident that its 
passage was a foregone conclusion from the start. The 
Prohibitionists manipulated cleverly a temporary balance 
of power. Democrats and Republicans alike voted with 
them. Various members felt it necessary to " explain their 
vote " — to their constituents at home, of course. The au- 
thor of the law, Mr. Littlefield, confident of a safe majority 
and desiring to cut off debate and get the thing done with, 
said: 

" I eare not what reasons men may have ... so long as they record 
their votes." 

Mr. Fitzgerald of Massachusetts in vain sought to stem 
the tide. He said : 

" I tliink he [Mr. Littlefield] , as well as every sensible member of this 
House, must realize the fact that the canteen system as now practised and 
carried out in the army is easily the best method of handling this great 
question. It seems to me that if we are not going to act as hypocrites we 
ought to vote down the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Maine. ..." 

And he added, as a parting shot from the vanquished at 
the victor, this reference to the State where prohibition was 
born: 

" There is more liquor sold [in Maine] and as openly as in any com- 
munity in the United States. . . . The gentleman knows I am speaking the 
truth." 

Mr. Hay of Virginia was under the very general misap- 
prehension that strong drink, as well as beer, was allowed to 
be sold at the canteen; and when corrected by Mr. Slayden 
of Texas replied that a man could get just as drunk on beer 
as on whiskey, to which Mr. Slayden replied, " Hardly." 

In examining the debate, one reads in as well as between 
the lines grave apprehension upon the part of good men 
and true that the effect of the law would be bad for the 
soldier and grave doubt as to whether he would be " pro- 
tected from the evils of intemperance by this legislation," 
as the author of the bill so cheerily promised in speaking 
for it. 

Having served, while an officer of the Volunteer Army of 
Cuban Invasion, in 1898, on General Wood's Headquarters 
Staff, after the fall of the city of Santiago de Cuba, as Judge- 
Advocate of the Department of Santiago, the writer sent a 
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copy of the foregoing article to his old commander, with a re- 
quest for comment. His answer is as follows : 

" War Department, 

Office op the Chief of Staff, 

Washington 

" December 19th 1910. 
" Dear Captain Blount, — I have read the within article with interest. 
I agree with the general conclusions which you reach as to the effect of 
doing away with the canteen. The effect of the abolition of the canteen has 
been almost unqualifiedly bad. There were doubtless here and there, due to 
poor discipline or inefficient officers, canteens which were badly handled, and 
in which excesses may have occasionally occurred. Personally, I have never 
seen such a one, nor have I had occasion to pass upon reports indicating the 
existence of such a condition of affairs. A large proportion of our soldiers 
are of German descent — German-Americans — who have had beer in their 
homes from childhood and who use it, not as a stimulant, but as an article 
of ordinary daily consumption, like their bread and meat. In doing away 
with the canteen we required all these men to go to the ordinary beer-hall 
or bar room, to get the glass of beer which they have been accustomed to. 
The general object of those in control of these establishments is to secure 
as much of the soldier's money as possible and in the minimum of time. It 
is in these places that he falls into the hands of the harpies, male and female, 
who make it their business to fill him up and get posession of his money, 
through one means or another, as rapidly as possible. If total abstinence 
in the community were possible of accomplishment, it would undoubtedly 
be a consumation devoutly to be wished, but the most we can hope for now 
is a well-ordered temperance. The canteen, properly handled, secured this 
result. It was, in effect, the soldier's club-room. Here he found simple and 
wholesome amusements, and was able to purchase something to smoke or 
had a glass of beer if he wished it. Intoxication in these establishments 
was rare. The great majority of the men found here all that they wanted, a 
place to meet their fellows, a game of billiards or a game of cards, and, if 
they wished it, a glass of beer. Its abolition has sent them to places just 
the reverse in character. I have always believed in the canteen as a force 
for good in the service for the reasons above outlined. 

" Very truly yours, 

Leonard Wood." 

The fact that a medal-of-honor man who has often dis- 
tinguished himself in command of troops in battle and is 
now at the head of the United States army was once and 
still is " a physician and surgeon of acknowledged skill," 
and thinks that the canteen should be restored, makes this 
a peculiarly felicitous time to submit to rational people the 
folly of allowing the total-abstinence societies to keep sad- 
dled upon the army a law which, according to all the expert 
testimony, tends steadily to increase the constantly non- 
effective ratio by multiplying the wages of sin. 

James H. Blotjnt. 



